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ROUGHING IT IN THE WEST
1861-1866
ORION CLEMENS, secretary for the territory <
Nevada, and his brother Sam, ex-pilot an
retired Confederate soldier, set out from St. J
for Carson City, Nevada, on the 26th of Jul
1861. Before them was seventeen hundre
miles of prairie, mountain and desert, an
nineteen days of glorious transit.
Mark Twain, in his book called Roughing L
has recalled in his own way his experience of th>
journey. There is no doubt of the exhilaration
the excitement, the thrill of it.  But his accoun
of it, like all his western books, is a stand
ing perplexity to many of his British admirers
IVhere do the facts end and the lies begin!
How much is statistical fact and how much is
sheer exuberant exaggeration?   For instance,
is there, asks the reader, such an animal as
the'Jackass Rabbit'?  Is it true that such an
animal sits and * thinks about its sins,9 and then
34